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influences society and vice versa. Similarly, family change and social change effect
each other profoundly. This analysis is based on the comparative approach, which
sociologists usually ignore, and which, in this book, involves East and West,
and past and present. Dr. Zimmerman’s expertise and erudition in this areare both
admirable and unsurpassed.

The authors’ specific thesis is that the family constitutes the basic social unit
and the nuclear family, which is fundamentally the same throughout the world,
influence society and vice versa. Therefore, when colonization is followed by inde-
pendence, certain family changes become necessarv. Again, the great master’s
famous theory of family evolution (primitive-trustee-domestic-atomistic-anarchical)
is employed here once more, but more creatively, more fruitfully, and more
scientifically than ever.

Some of the book’s contents indicate how interesting, how scholarly, and
how valuable this work is: history of family sociology, the sociology of Frederic
Le Play, a general theory of family systems, the family in East and West, deve-
lopment of the Indian family, history of the Western family, the future of the
family, and contemporary family crises and social change.

This important volume contains no sociological jargon. It is both artistically
and scientifically written, Furthermore, its bibliography, glossary, and index
make it more useful.

We recommend Family and Civilisation enthusiastically to scholars, tea-
chers, students, statesmen, and all professionals dealing with the family. Even the
intelligent layman will enjoy this masterful volume.

PANOS D. BARDIS and RENE REINHART
Toledo University. Toledo, Ohio, U.S A.
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