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LUCIENNE DESCHAMPS, Etude sur la langue de Varron dans les
Satires Ménippées, Tomes I—II, Lille- Paris 1976.
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The rising interest in Aristotle’s political and ethical thought during the past
decade makes the present study a timely contribution toward the critical evalua-
tion and assessment of classical theories of social ethics. The author has worked
out a detailed analysis of the place and significance of the virtues of justice and
friendship in Aristotle’s systematic treatment of social ethics. While developing
his theme he also offers a number of illuminating comments on the difference
between the ancient and modern social structures as well critical contrasts between
classical and modern philosphers on the nature of ethical problems and the
respective conceptions of method.

Koutras states in the Preface what appears to be one of his guiding princi-
ples: «The basic features, the properties and problems of social ethics that con-
cern human beings as citizens remain the same, regardless of particular circum-
stances». This statement is not without some initial difficulty. As the discussion
progresses the reader sees more fully why the author argues along Aristotelian
lines in favor of man’s unchanging nature. His sympathies with Aristotle go
even further than that.

Koutras asserts that Aristotle’s social philosophy not only marks an advance
over the views of his predecessors, including Plato, but on the whole reflects more
adequately the fundamental structure of orgamzed life in the polis. While it
“should be admitted that the domain of ethics for both ‘Plato and Aristotle cannot
be understood apart from-the wider context of social and political life, since it is
here that man forms and shapes his ethos, Aristotle found it necessary to eriti-
cize Plato’s theory of Forms in order to free his views from a trancendent philo-
sophy of ethics and base his system on the finite nature of the individual man.
As the author points out, Aristotle relies on the virtues of phronesis and proai-
resis as the principles that determine human action, (praticin). Yet, it is the
virtues of justice and friendship that constitute the binding elements of social



