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Critics have missed the real Bacon according to Paterson because they have
insisted on dealing with science and philosophy «internally». They have ignored
the external side which is the documents that bear the internal dialogue. These
documents are «hidden, stolen, passed around. They are copied and modified.
They are changed to suit the times or the bias at hand. In short their history is
external.» (p. 151) We caunot study the history of ideas apart from the «physi-
cal books in which these ideas are made existential objects» (p. 152). The thrust
of Paterson’s effort is summarized in the following passage :

The history of science and philosophy must be completely rewritten be-
cause the patching needed is too extensive. It must be re-written from the
bottom up. This time the purist or the internal historian must face the fact
that his data are not disembodied entities that can be observed in the
act of theoretical copulation. (p. 152)

I confessto finding all this rather obscure. Have historians of philosophy ignored
the books? Surely not. What have they ignored ? The social habits and pressu-
res impinging on the books, But this is not true as many excellent accounts of
figures in the history of philosophy show, e.g. Peters on Hobbes, Hampshire on
Spinoza, Gallie on Pierce, etc. What, after all, is Paterson’s quarrel all about?

The purpose of this book is to argue that Francis Bacon was the vehicle for
the ideas of Giordano Bruno. Fine. Why call this detective work a «severely ana-
lytical study» ? Jt is at best a mode of scholarship. But I am not sure that the
author has convincingly argued that historians of philosophy must adopt the pro-
cedures employed in this book.
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