DIMITRI Z. ANDRIOPOULOS

University of Missouri at Kansas City

THE STRUCTURALISTIC ASPECTS IN ARISTOTLE’S THEORY
OF AIZOHZIIZ AND ANTIAHVYIZ

Aristotle builds up an empirical-associationistic psychological theory which
suggests that mind is a compound of elemental processes which are interrelated
by tdkw twd L. In other words, in order to describe the various psychological
xwioewg Aristotle has elaborated his theory of aesthesis and antilepsis in a man-
ner similar to that presented by modern structuralists 2.

Aristotle takes sense impression 3 as the simplest psychological unit, which
is the outcome of the interaction between the sense organs and the stimuli
coming from the sensible objects. This interaction is signified by the verb aicOd-
veoOor 4, that is, the initial phase of dvridapfdavesOar. Next comes the formation
of clusters or groups of sense impressions which result in the gavraopate, or,
to use Titchener’s word, «perceptionsy. The founder of structuralistic psycho-
logy, G. B. Titchener, has defined «perceptions» as selected clusters of sense
impressions :

Perceptions are selected groups of sensations—these percep-
tions have meaning 3.

Titchener’s «perceptions» are what we could call percepts or mental images, and

1) De Memoria et Reminiscentia, 452a 4.

2) G. B. Titchener, 4 Textbook of Psychology, MacMillan, 1910.

3) Posterior Analytics, Book II, Chapter 19, 100a : aloOnoic ; De Anima, 424a
19 : aloOntdv €ldog ; De Memoria et Reminisceniia, £50b 30 : elxav. Aristotle uses both
otsOnoig and el8og as the primary psychological units in his structuralistic descrip-
tions. The term eixdv could be taken as a simple unit only in cases that a per-
ceiver perceives holistically. It seems that Aristotle allows a sort of Gestalt per-
ception. However, he basically uses simple units such as 8wz or xowa or aicOnoig
and <ido; which refer to the primary and secondary percepts or the first outcomes
of the sensus communis.

4) Parva Naturalia - De Sensu, 436b 9 : De Memoria et Reminiscentia, 451a 5;
De Anima, 427 a 19—20.

5) G. B. Titchener, 4 Textbook of Psychology, p. 367.
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Aristotle names them qavtdopata, of the Swavonmixij Juy} L. The difference
‘here is one of terms 2, Furthermore, the «perceptions» or gavrdopata by selec-

1) De Anima, 431 a 15 ; 432 a 9—14 ; De Memoria et Reminiscentia 450 b 29. Also,
Titchener’s perceptions and Aristotle’s phantasmata in De Antma and De Memoria
et Reminiscentia can be identified with éuneipla, a term which Aristotle uses in his
Posterior Analytics, 100 a 7 and Metaphysics A 980 a 28.

2) In fact, the term perception which corresponds to the Greek word évri-
Andeg is hard to find in Aristotle’s treatises. The various translators have trans-
lated the Aristotelian words as they thought most suitable in their translations
as general wholes. Consider, for example, the translations made by R. D. Hicks
and J. Smith. For the first, perception is the Aristotelian alcOntindv (De Anima,
417 a 6) ; for the latter, it is afoOnoig (De Anima, 414 a 28 ; 417 a  3), aicOnTindy
{De Anima, 415 a 17), and aicOdveoOar (De Anima, 415 a 18 ; 417 a 10). And differen-
ces are found not only between the two translations, but within the same trans-
lation, the same Aristotelian psychological terms being different in different
cases. The following table is quite indicative :

Terms Reference Translation Translation
in Greek 1 to D. A. by R. D. Hicks by Smith
1. alodyois 413223 sensation perception
atolnoig 417a3 sense sense
alcOnolg 417a3 sensation to perceive
alcOnotg 417a5 sensation sense
alcOnorg 417a12 sensation sense
atebyog 417a32 sensation sense
2. alodnuixoy 415a17 sensitive perceptive
aicOnTixdy 417a6 the faculty
sensible sensitive
perception
aloOnTindv 417b16 sensitive to possess
sense
3. ailstyrov 415a22 sensible perceptible
alcOnTdv 417b21 other sensory
senses powers
&, aioddveodar 415a18 sensation perceiving
atoOdvecOar 417s10 to have
sensation «perceive»
aloOdvechor 417213 —14 sensation to be sentient

Needless to say, this is a problem which could be better solved by a specially
trained philosopher in co-operation with a psychologist. But we might ask
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tion could structure more general pavrtdoparte and concepts. Pavrdopate and
«perceptions» are appropriate for structuralistic descriptions, but this is not
enough. Structures presuppose structuring, a process of selecting among the
primary psychological units and synthesizing them. For this Aristotle has intro-
duced zivyoig 1, whereas Titchener speaks about «the whole process 2. No doubt,
both xivnoig and process indicate the active character of aesthesis and antilepsis.
However, the pressing question is how this structuring occurs. I would appear to
say that Aristotle offers, as an empiricist, a kind of mechanical explanation 3.
He believes, we might suppose, that the entire edifice of the simple and synthe-
tic psychological structures is realizable by virtue of the «mechanical» principles.
of association such as similarity, contradiction and contigency. Aristotle, of course,
uses mechanical principles in order to show how the operation of recollection
occurs ; 4 and though he does not explicitly state anywhere in De Anima that
the same principles make the selections and syntheses ot the various psycholo-
gical elements for the formation of psychological structures, nonetheless, the
suggestion that he presupposed the same mechanical principles for building up
his elementalistic structures could be supported by the following arguments :

(a) He clearly says in the De Memoria et Reminiscentia 3 that the mne-
monic movements are related to one another in the same manncr os the objective
facts are related ; they have, he observes, the same order of succession as the
object or facts because they derive from, and represent, them. Now, if the

whether confusing terminology is due to Aristotle himself, or to the scholars and
translators who either are not quite familiar with modern psychological termino-
logy, or want to impose on Aristotle views which perhaps were not his. At any
rate, since we nowhere find the term dvrtidqdig in Aristotle—that is, fhe Greek
equivalent of the English «perception», I would suggest that only what Aristotle
calls «phantasmata» or «mental images» could justifiably be looked upon as
identical with structuralistic «perceptions»,

1) De Memoria et Reminiscentia, 450b 28 : dvoav dvepyfi N xivpoic ; 451a 5 : &yye-
vopdvay Huiv &v  Tf Quxd . . . xevjocwv ; De Anima, 429a 2; 431a 7; 432a 17—18 ;
Posterior Analyties, 100a : «develops».

2) G. B. Titchener, 4 Textbook of Psychology, p. 367.

3) This might be concluded from his Posterior Amnalytics, 99b—%00b 15.
However, it is not to be disregarded that Aristotle introduces Active Nous as an
intervening outside agent which is contrary to this suggestion. But Aristotle’s
platonizing views of active Nous is a notion which can hardly fit in his psycho-
logical theory expounded in De Anima, Parva Naturalia, and Posterior Analyties.

4) De Memoria et Reminiscentia, 451b 17 : &rav odv dvapipvnoxdpeda, xwodpede
T&V mporpwy Tva xuvhoswv, #w¢ Av xwnOdpev ped’ Ay dxelvy clwbev. id xal 7o E@zic
Ompedopey vofioavteg &nd Tob »iv 4 dllov TG xal dg’ duoiov 7 dvaviiov W) ToD ovwsyyve, ik
70070 yivetor ) dvdpvmorg al ydp xtvhioelg TolTwy TEHY Miv ol adral, T@V 8 dua, TdV 3¢
uégog Exovoty GHote 16 Aoumwdv pixpdv & &xwvfn per’ Exeivo (Italics mine).

5) Ibid., 452a 5 : ¢ yap ¥Eyovot Ta mpdypoata wpde EAMNAx TH Spelijc, oftw xal al
wwhoeg xal Eotv edpwnpdvevta Soa rdfiy zva Exet, domep Te pabipata T 3 pable Y-
Aendg (Italics mine).
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sense-impressions are the sensible eldn &vev t¥c UAng 1 or, to use Aristotle’s
wax-analogy, are like the traces of the signetring 2, then we could justifiably
infer that the same laws posited by Aristotle in recollection operate in the orga-
nization of the various psychological elements, primary or synthetic ;

(b) Recollection is a kind of regressing-motion (xivnoic) which starts from
the ending points of the organizing psychological powers, namely from their
results already stored in the form of traces, and—{following the backward path—
reaches objects which are not present; and if we have in this Aristotelian
regressing-movement 3 the three associationistic principles of similarity, con-
tradiction and contingency operating, this immediately suggests that in the pro-
gressing- motion, that is, in the progressive build-up of the psychological elements,
the same path is followed (in the opposite direction, however) and the same
mechanical principles are applied.

(c) Finally, it could be maintained that associationism implies structuralism;
for, if it is true that according to Aristotle the organization of the psychologi-
cal units, phantasmata and even of synthetic wholes, depends on the principles
of associationism, in the manner suggested, then we might legitimately ask on
what materials do these principles operate ? Do they operate in a vacuum ? But
undoubtedly, a certain material is needed—the primary units, the phantasmata,
etc., upon which the principles may operate. In other words, by following the
reverse path it is shown that associationism implies structuralism. Structuralism,
on the other hand, which is a variant of the philosophy of empiricism in psycho-
logy, sees experience as having an autonomic existence, independent of the sub-
ject, and governed by a self-sufficient system of associations, and, further, as
imposing itself directly on the human mind ; from which it follows that structu-
ralism too implies associationism. In short, even the principles of associations
derive from the outside «tdfw» 4 of things, and their establishment, like a
habit, is due to the repetition-factor 5.

Aristotle, however, even if he himself provided material and principles to
the philosophical system of empiricism and consequently to the psychological
trend of structuralism, does not present a rigidly consistent and static psycholo-

1) De Antma, 424a 19.

2) De Memoria et Reminiscentia, 450a30—450b : 7 ydp yiwopdvy xlvnowg évonuai-
vetar olov zdmor Twa Tob als@Aputog, xabdnep of oppayildusvor voic Saxiviiows. (italics
mine).

3) Ibid , 451b 16—23.

4) Ibid., 452a.

5) Metaphysics, 980b28—981a5.
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gical doctrine. As I have shown 1, he talks always about xivnoig in the organism,
«action», and so forh. There is always movement—that is, the active elaboration
of the simple or synthetic psychological elements—present. The subject is not
passive. Organism and environment interact one upon another, they are partici-
pating, or, better, cause the perceptual activity.

OHOEPIAHWYIZXZ

A T mapodong Epebvyg deuxvietar 8t 6 "Apiototédne mapovsidler elg
v Juyoroyiav Tou tdg Pacixwrtépag dpyavemixag dmédels, Srwe alrar ypnot-
womotolvrat onuepoy Vo THv Ocpehiwdtdy TH Aeyopévne Aopuxiic Fuyohoyiag
(structuralism). *Axohovfet tiyv idtav pt adrode ilepapyiniv ceipadv el thv oixo-
Sopny ¥ic Juyohoylog Tov, AT KpxeTar &md TGV &TASY Yuyodroyixdy ororyetwy,
Snh. Thv dpywdv dvtundoewy mpospyopévev &€ Exdatov alcBnmplov dpydvou,
nol vatahdyer el boyavopévag dpddas dowtepndv Evturdoewy, al 6molar wAéov
Eyouv dmoxabapdf xal dmorehodv cuvBétoug Evvolag. TO mapdv cuumépuopa Exet
Baoiob) éni pwidg ovyxprtindic Epebvne Tav xetpévery Tob Ztoyetpitov xal adTdv
7ol} Bepehiwrol TG Aopixiig Yuyoroyiag G. Titchener.

’Ev tobrtoig, mapdtt & ’Apiorotéhng éxhnpodérnoe elg tov Epmelpioxpoti-
opov xal etk cvvéneiay eig Thv Aopixny Vuyohoytav SAixdv xal &pykg mwohvri-
novg (I8¢ 7. y. elg 7o «llepi Myvijunc», 451B17 tobe Tpeic cuvetppixolde vépoug :
(a) «dp” dpotoun (B) «Evavtiouy xal (y) «obveyyvey) 3iv elvar xabblov mpooxe-
xohhgpévor elg play  otatinny Quyoroyiav. “H Wuyoloyie tov elvar dvvouins). At
Souxal tov meprypapal (xvptwg el ta *Avalvrixa “Yorepa, 1000—1008, «To-
mixd», «Mevapuowdy xai «ITegi Mviunc») Eyouvv ypmotpormowdy 3 dpyaverti-
xobg Adyous, oftives O& Sicuxordvouv TdV dvayvdhotny Tov elg THV xahutépav

xatavénow tis Bewplag Tou.

1) «An Examination of Aristotle’s Theory of Perception», ITAATQN vol. 19
(Parts 37/38), 1968. Also, seec De Antma, 408b15—18 : Tolto 8 wh g év éxelvy Tijc -
vhcewg ofong, dAN 6t¢ udv péyer Excivng, 68 & &m éxetvng, olov i pv alobnoig dn” éxelvrg
¢ml Tag &v Toig aloOytyplotg wuvijosig 3 povds.



