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Aristotle’s philosophy. The Fathers of the Church utilized Aristotle’s logic as a
methodological instrument for the clear articulation and the dialectical defense of
the dogmas. He who applied most extensively Aristotle’s philosophy to Christian
theology was the great theologian John Damascene, who flourished in the eighth
century. In the ninth century, Photios studies Aristotle and writes manuals for the
teaching of Aristotelian dialectic in the schools. In the Academy at Constantinople
which was re-established by the emperor Constantine Monomachos in the eleventh
century, Aristotle’s philosophy was taught alongside of Plato’s. Michael Psellos,
although an admirer of Plato, wrote a Synopsis of Aristotle’s Science of Logic... He
also wrote a commentary on Aristotle’s Physics, which survives unpublisched... In
the thirteenth century, Nikephoros Vlemmydes wrote an epitomé of Aristotle’s logic
and of his physics... In the fourteenth century, Theodore Metochitis® occupied
himself with Aristotle’s writings that deal with his philosophy of nature... During the
period of Turkish rule (1453-1821),"there was taught in the Greek schools as a special
course Aristotle’s logic, and the following occupied themselves with this subject in a
scholarly way: Theophilos Korydalleus (17th century), Vikentios Damodos and
Georgios Sougdouris (18th century...» (pp. 412-413).

In view of the preceding observations about the value of the study of Aristotle’s
philosophy for contemporary philosophizers, Georgoulis has judged it very useful to
organize his presentation of Aristotle’s teaching in such a way as to exhibit his
philosophy as a factor that exercises a guiding influence in the course of world
thought.
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